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Purpose of the report To make a Key Decision
Report Author Tracy Reynolds/Jayne Brownlow
Cabinet Member Councillor Tony Harman Confidential No
Corporate Priority This item is not in the current list of Corporate priorities but still 

requires a Cabinet decision
Recommendations Cabinet is asked to:

 agree the grants awards for 2020/21.
 note all other support to the voluntary/charity sector.

Reason for 
Recommendation

The agreement to award grants for 2020/2021 will:
 enable a number of existing charities and voluntary 

organisations to continue to provide preventative and other 
services for the residents of Spelthorne;

 enable new charities and organisations to begin to provide 
services that are needed.

1. Key issues
1.1 Applications for Council Grants are welcomed on an annual cycle. This year 

the grants opened on 1st October 2019 and closed on the 31st October 2019 
for applications for grants for the financial year 2020/2021.

1.2 This year’s application form and guidance note made it clear that applicants 
needed to provide evidence of the need that their service fulfils, to explain 
why their organisations are best placed to meet that need and how the grant 
monies would be used. 

1.3 The application form was available as a downloadable Word document, as 
well as an online form to make the application process as accessible as 
possible. 

1.4 The grants applications timeframe was publicised using social media and was 
shared by Voluntary Services North Surrey who offered to assist applicants 
with grant applications.  Applicants that had previously applied were emailed 
to inform them that applications were being invited for this year.

1.5 The voluntary sector is seen as a key driver of services to address the rising 
unmet need so financial support for this sector is essential to complement 
Council services. Other public bodies such as the NW Surrey CCG and 
Surrey County Council also see the voluntary sector as important providers 



and in some cases fund them separately. Awareness of these additional 
funding opportunities for voluntary organisations is growing within the Council.

1.6 The continued decrease in services and support offered by Surrey County 
Council is continuing to affect our residents. This is recognised by the grants 
panel and as such it continues to provide crucial targeted support to key 
services to fill that gap. 

1.7 Provision continues to be made for annual grants to arts, sports and cultural 
bodies. A proportion of the overall funding is dedicated to this area to 
enhance cultural, sporting and health and wellbeing opportunities for our 
residents.

1.8 Regular monitoring of our top 6 funded organisations continues with quarterly 
monitoring meetings held to measure performance against our service level 
agreements (SLA’s). This ensures our funding is being used as it was 
intended and that we are getting value for money.

1.9 This year 30 applications for funding were received.
2. Options analysis and proposal
2.1 The grants panel met on the 25th & 26th November 2019 to consider the 

applications received. Information on the applications was circulated in 
advance to allow panel members to fully consider the details, particularly 
relating to the financial status of the organisations. 

2.2 The top 6 funded organisations were invited to report back to the panel on 
their work over the previous year and to present their case for continued 
funding. The focus for the panel was to seek assurance that the previous 
funding had been used to maximum effect.

2.3 Following the interviews, the proposed grant support for the top 6 funded 
organisations is listed below.
 

Organisation Primary Focus Award for 
2020/21

R&S Citizens 
Advice

To ensure the citizens of Spelthorne 
have access to free, independent, 
confidential advice and information

£40,000          
over two 
payments

AGE UK Information and advice service.

AGE UK  
Befriending 
service

Befriending service
£30,000           
over two 
payments 

Rentstart To assist single and childless couples 
on low incomes/benefits who are 
homeless to access accommodation in 
the PRS.  

£40,000         
over two 
payments

Voluntary 
Services North 
Surrey (VSNS)

To support a stronger and sustainable 
voluntary sector in Spelthorne.

£30,000
Over two 
payments

Homestart To support parents and their children 
through difficult times. 

£15,000



Shopmobility The charity aims to provide an equality 
of opportunity for people with limited 
mobility or visual impairment, wishing to 
visit Staines town centre.

£15,000

Total £170,000

2.4 The level of funding has been maintained for our top funded organisations. 
The grant allocation is assessed against how these organisations have 
performed against their SLA’s as well as their grant application submissions.

2.5 Citizen’s Advice Runnymede & Spelthorne will have additional funding 
provided by the Housing Options team due to the amount of specialist work 
provided and to reflect the increased demand for housing debt and welfare 
support advice.

2.6 Subsequent consideration was given by the grants panel to the other grant 
applications. The resulting grant support is proposed in the table below.

Organisation Primary Focus Award for 
20/21

8th Ashford 
Scouts

To build a new HQ for the 120 young 
people in the group as well as offer use 
to other community groups

£2,000

Browns 
Community 
Services

To provide a “Skills for Change “course 
for survivors of domestic abuse so they 
can return to employment independence.

£1,000

Stanwell Events To build capacity and resilience in the 
organisation and continue to deliver the 
current  activities 

£1,000

Sunbury Skiff 
and Punt

Increase the Landing stage at Ferris 
Meadow in Shepperton to allow safe 
storage of equipment

£1,000

Crest Cancer 
Support

Continue complementary therapies and 
Podiatry at a purpose built therapy room 
at Shepperton WIG Company

£2,600

Princess Alice 
Hospice

Children's bereavement service £2,500

Sports Council To encourage children, youth & adults to 
take up or continue with recreational 
sports

£2,400

Staines Parish 
Community Care 
Trust (Daybreak)

Develop our service and offer new 
activities through a more professional 
approach. Dementia respite care.

£1,000

Talk Surrey Continued funding of the TALK 
Spelthorne aphasia group - support for 
12 stroke recoverers and their carers.

£1,000

Sunbury, 
Shepperton and 
Chertsey NCT

Weekly drop-in service - expectant /new 
parents/carers An NCT trained 
breastfeeding counsellor and other 
services

£1,000

Spelthorne 
Committee for 
Access

Maintain / enhance the support that 
SCAN members/volunteers provide for 

£1,000



people which disabilities in the 
community 

Didasko Netball Provide 12 quality coaching sessions to 
improve the overall standard of the 
members of our club. 

£420

Ashford Cricket Replacement of existing practice net 
facility. 

£330

Total £17,250

3. Financial implications
3.1 The budget for the 2020/21 grants allocation was set at £209,600. During the 

application review process a total of £187,250 of the allocated grant money 
was assigned. This leaves a surplus of £22,350 which will be ring fenced for 
projects or requests arising during the course of the year 2020/21 as decided 
by the grants panel.

3.2 The panel have introduced a mid-year review for the top 4 highest funded 
organisations through revenue grants. This will allow the panel to review the 
work of these organisations over the first 6 months with a view to releasing 
the second tranche of funding based on their performance. In addition, this 
will introduce an element of quality control over the use of grant money, to 
allow the Council to ensure outcomes are being achieved and the Council is 
getting value for money.

3.3 Appendix A details a number of items of additional items of ‘support in kind’ 
provided by Spelthorne for 2020/2 for voluntary or charitable organisations. 
This includes 

i) Business Rates relief
ii) Free accommodation at Knowle Green and other locations in the 

borough (Sunbury and Staines Libraries)
iii) Community facilities with no rental income
iv) Other ‘In Kind’ support provided by the Council.

4. Other considerations
4.1 The voluntary sector in Spelthorne offers services to a diverse range of 

communities. It can deliver outcomes the public sector finds hard to deliver on 
its own, such as one-to-one support, dedication to a specific group or cause; 
expert guidance and advice and non-statutory services. Some providers 
supported by Spelthorne represent or advocate for minority groups, user 
groups and faith communities. 

4.2 The voluntary sector’s activities enhance aspects of health and wellbeing, 
self-reliance, community resilience and social cohesion in the borough

4.3 The grants panel’s aim is to support a cross section of voluntary organisations 
to ensure a presence is maintained in a balanced and diverse aspect of the 
third sector (including voluntary, arts, sporting, and charitable organisations.)



5. Timetable for implementation
5.1 Following agreement by Cabinet, letters will be sent to applicants advising 

them of the outcome of their applications by late February
5.2 All qualifying grants will be paid in April 2020  

Background papers:
None

Appendices:
Appendix A – Other support for charities & community organisations


